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I'd like to thank Detroit Diesel for hosting this event and our Redford Township Jaycees for sponsoring the event.  Many of you understand my deep passion for this Township. I grew up here. My parents raised me to appreciate and believe in public service. Many of you know my parents serve this community by staying involved in many civic activities; my father in public service, Rotary, Jaycees, as a former school teacher and Special Olympics; my mother through business, real estate and charitable activities.

I entered public life 12 years ago, because I felt I could bring a better pace to government services and the ability to market the community that I deeply love.  After serving 2 terms as a part-time Trustee, I was faced with a tough decision, to devote myself to business on a full time basis or to devote myself to making Redford Township a better place to live. After many hours of thought and gathering feed back from family, friends and the community at large I decided to run for and successfully win the office of Township Supervisor.

I am often asked, “what keeps me going? How do I stay so motivated and passionate to make Redford Township a better place to live, work and do business?"
It would have been easy to coast for the last 4 years; at a pace that creates no change.  I could have blamed the States poor economy for the lack of results and just kept the status quo.

However, the reason I made this commitment was to create excitement about Redford Township and improve the Township's image, neighborhoods and quality of life regardless of the tough, economic obstacles.
As I sat in a hospital bed during my senior year at Thurston High School, after a devastating leg injury, that caused me to be in a cast for six months, my parents brought me this quote I'd like to share with you.  
YOU CAN 

IF YOU THINK
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YOU CAN

If you think you are

beaten … you are!

If you think you dare

not … you don’t!

Success begins

with your own will

It’s all in your

state of mind.

Life’s battles are

not always won

By those who

are stronger

and faster;

And sooner

or later,

the person who

wins is the person who
THINKS HE CAN!
That's the original poster on my refrigerator door at home and a copy is hanging in my office.
As most of you can see, even in todays economy, we have not stopped our progress in this community. No blame no retreat. I ask myself What is wrong with dreaming?  Look at the progress in this community, it is happening right in front of your eyes.  Four years ago I said we would restore our roads.  We have blacktopped nearly 35 miles of roads.  By the end of this year, we will have put in over $10 million in local roads.  But we still have much work to do.

In my first State of the Township at the Beautiful Redford Township District Library, I asked friends and foes to unite and to walk with me through the new gateway. I laid out plans to pave our gravel roads, tackle neighborhood blight, improve public safety and add community events.
In 2006 we met at our Community Center where I stated we were no longer walking, we are starting to jog and this community is starting to get into shape. Our plans and programs were taking shape and new development and investment brought new hope into our community.  I spoke about the importance of partnerships, with residents, our employees, the county and the state elected officials as well as private and public partnerships.
In 2007 we celebrated the State of the Township in a newly refurbished Jaycee Hall. During that time construction of a brand new medical facility was taking place directly across the street.

Today in my 4th State of the Township, our hard work continues. I’m pleased to say our hard work is paying off for the residents of Redford Township.  We can celebrate the fact that Detroit Diesel, one of our very first partners, today houses one of the country’s truly state of the art manufacturing mega malls where nearly 700 million dollars have been spent on renovations and 600 new jobs are in the process of being created.
My administration has successfully surveyed our residents to gather information about our community.  
The response was overwhelming. We had nearly 3000 responses to our survey.  The survey asked “were you happy with the road paving program.”  Nearly 70% of the respondents are happy with the road program.  Another question we asked was “do you visit the parks?”  Nearly 65% of the residents have visited our parks.  Asked if the township’s downtown area is changing for the better, nearly 70% of the residents responded that it is changing for the better.  We asked residents if they attend Township Community events.  Fifty three percent of the respondents said they attend our community events.  When asked if they are satisfied with our police and fire departments, 84% of the residents are satisfied with the Redford Township police and fire departments.  As Michigan leads the nation in home foreclosures and as gasoline mounts to nearly $4.00 a gallon, people are looking for affordable, safe neighborhoods.  I came up with an initiative to help market our community to potential new residents and businesses.  
Last month, I met with nearly 25 local realtors and gave them a marketing brochure highlighting all aspects of our community, from our neighborhoods to our community festivals and events, our downtown development, our community parks, our school districts, and our public safety to create enthusiasm about life in Redford Township. I am also committed to working with businesses in our community to help create jobs like I did with Detroit Diesel, securing 600 jobs and like I did with Steel Industries, Piston Automotive, George Matick Chevrolet, Botsford Hospital and many small businesses where hundreds of new jobs were created in this community in the past four years. Redford Township is open for business and we are development ready.  If you want to open a restaurant in this community, we have 10 liquor licenses available. We would love for you to invest in our Township.  For those who want to invest in this Township, the door is always open.  We continue to provide healthy Recreation outlets for our residents. Competitive events like softball and family activities like our Splash Park and concert in the park series. 

Quality events designed to draw people to Redford Township and create a positive and lasting impression with visitors will lead to new residents.
Today I would like to outline for you the Services, Events and New Developments that we are in the process of delivering. As well I will touch on our some of our goals for 2008.

When I ran for office I considered my self a big supporter of our Police Department and many of you know about my involvement in helping to bring the K9 to our Redford Township PD. Today I can say with out any hesitation that my appreciation for and commitment to our Police Department has grown even stronger.  Redford Township Police Department is among the finest in the country.  We are currently installing a state of the art computer system that will enhance police officer safety and provide better service to the residents in terms of faster response time. When the economy struggles, this normally causes an increase in crime.  However, I am happy to announce our crime statistics from 2007 have dropped.  Robberies are down 30%. Auto thefts are down nearly 22%.  Burglaries are down nearly 8%.  With a blended average of Type 1 crimes down over 30% in the past two years.  Members of our Police Department please stand.  Let’s hear it for our Redford Township police department.  Our Police Department is so well thought of, officers are willing to leave other departments to come to Redford Township.  The Township Board recently approved my budget for 2008 -2009 where hiring additional officers and cadets will help put more police on the streets and in our neighborhoods. 

In 2007, our Fire Department has made nearly 4,400 runs with an average response time of 5 minutes.  We have a great Fire Department.  Members of our Redford Township Fire Department, please stand.  Let’s hear it for our Redford Township fire fighters.
These men and women in both the Police and Fire departments day in day out put their lives on the line, so that we can all enjoy our community.  
Even though residential property values are down, our commercial and industrial markets have increased to compensate for the decrease in residential revenues.  This reality is forcing our department heads and employees to work even more efficiently. Our employees have stepped up to meet the challenge in providing services at levels greater than the past, including snowplowing, expanded senior programs such as bus trips, and expanded Parks and Rec programs such as our Splash Park.
I’d like to thank our Water Department, Building Department, DPW and Sanitation Departments, Parks and Recreation, and Senior Department for their commitment to the residents. Our citizens are in good hands because of these departments. 
As I have mentioned, I feel it is ok to dream, I saw a quote the other day that read “A person with a big dream is more powerful than a person with all the facts” D. Maloney.  We must continue to dream.  
Our community events were at one time just dreams that grew into visions that through hard work have served tens of thousands of people annually. Our Township events are designed to draw people and create enthusiasm about Redford Township.  Since I’ve been Supervisor we have chosen to print a Redford Township Calendar that outlines important dates, events and programs for Redford Township residents.

These community events have brought our community closer together. We have built a culture that welcomes all. We are committed to providing services and events that establish community pride and enthusiasm in Redford Township.

It is my great hope and sincere commitment to make Redford Township a destination point. A lofty dream, but it is unfolding right before your eyes. When we demolished the eyesore Cambridge Nursing Home, we knew the area was perfect for redevelopment and look what has happened.  A new Dollar store is being built just south of 7 mile on Beech and directly across the street a brand new strip mall replaces an unsafe structure. 
All of this plus our DDA improvements which include a brand new Rose garden and Gazebo going in at Beech Daly and Midland.  And now the talk of the town our Marquée which will help anchor our Downtown and provide a gathering place.  Where once stood a building that was built in the 1960's for generations to enjoy will now live to see another day to be enjoyed for generations to come.
 What’s wrong with dreaming?  When I told some people I wanted to come up with a road program, some people said you’re dreaming!  When I said I want to bring community events which will bring tens of thousands of people to Redford Township, some people said you’re dreaming!  What’s in the future?  Let’s even dream bigger. Perhaps we can be the first totally wireless internet community in Wayne County.  Maybe we start at the Marquee where people can enjoy connecting to the Internet while overlooking a beautiful water fountain.  Small dreams become big dreams.  Dreams lead to vision, vision to action. Our actions are creating excitement and enthusiasm for Redford Township. We will continue to exceed expectations and with the help of our employees we will continue to dream. Together we can seize the opportunity to bring the quality of life here to a level that allows us to maintain our residents and attract new ones.
So stay strong with me - look to the future - exceed expectations!  Help create enthusiasm seize the moment.

Dream Big.

